Consequently in the treatment of all wounds, he endeavoured to maintain this temperature by enclosing the limb in a box with glass sides, into which air at the above temperature was introduced, and this was continued for something like a fortnight. The wound was not covered with any dressing, so the whole 'process of healing could be easily watched, and was seen to consist in a copious discharge of pus, which scabbed over the wound.
Guyot himself considered he got very good results, but his methods were not followed by anyone else.
At this time, indeed for some years before, the ill-effects of the air, or at least of something contained in it, on wounds had been recognised, and several surgeons had adopted the subcutaneous method of making wounds, so as to exclude the air, but it was Jules Guerin who, in 1841, not only practised it, but also did much to popularise it by his writings.
Some sixteen years later our own countryman, William Adams, strongly advocated subcutaneous surgery, and thus, through the teachings of Guerin and Adams the principle was widely adopted, and led to further developments in the form of what was known as " occlusion," or the exclusion of air from a wound by first of all making the incision as small a<3 possible, and then applying such things as diachylum plaster, gold-beaters' skin, caoutchouc, &c., to protect from the air. These simple applications were not, however, long considered satisfactory, since the discharge |[collected under them, gradually lifted them up so that both'discharge and air came into contact with the wound, and decomposition was speedily set up. To avoid this Jules Guerin invented an apparatus which fitted close to the limb, and from which the air was pumped out,: and at the same time all discharges removed from the wound ; but the apparatus was clumsy, and apt not to work well, and moreover the results obtained b sing by no means satisfactory, it was given up.
The next method for excluding air was to cover all wounds with several layers of cotton wool, so as to filter the air, and render it harmless if it should happen to reach the wound. The January, a snowy morning, and the church was dark. So the curate's brother, George, who had followed him out of curiosity, held a candle so that its light fell on the Prayerbook. The couple were accompanied by two friends, an elderly gentleman and lady, who acted as witnesses. In the vestry the register was duly signed, the ages of the bride and bridegroom being given as 18 and 21. " The young man (the bridegroom) turned like an automaton, and offered his arm to his bride. She took it, and they walked down the church, and, as far as George could see, never spoke to each other." Then the four strangers got into the fly which had brought them, and drove away. "I say, Mark," said George; "you'll hear of this again, I bet! Very queer customers, indeed That chap was no more twenty-one than I am, and I don't believe the bride was grown up." And then the curate did a rather unusual thing. He sent his fee back to the address which the bridegroom had given him, and it was returned from the Dead Letter Office with "Not known here" scrawled across it. 
